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AUTHORITY
1. Resolved by the Committee of Public Works of the House c;f
Representatives dated 24 June 1965. Assigned to NED by OCE, by letter
of 1 July 1965.
STUDY AND REPORT

2. Scope. Plan of development to meet present and future re-.
quirements for water supply, flood control, navigation, water quality
control, recreation, fish and wildlife and other purposes requiring de~
velopment of water and related land resources., Plan to meet these needs
through 1980 and indicate potentials to meet needs through 2020,

3, Coordination. A Coordinating Committee comprised of Federal

and State agencies under the Chairmanship of the Division Engineer, New
England Division, Corps of Engineers is as follows:
Federal
Benjamin Isgur, Department of Agriculture
Walter M. Newman, Department of Interior
Edwin W. Webber, Department of Commerce

Frank Tetzlaff, Dept. of Health, Education & Welfare
Frank C. Batstone, Dept, of Housing & Urban Development

State

Robert L. Yasi, Dept. of Natural Resources
Howard Whitmore, Jr., Metropolitan District Commission

in addition, a Citizen's Advisory Committee of 29 members has

been formed to provide information on specific desires of municipalities.



| DESCRIPTION OF STUDY AREA

4. Charles River Watershed is'located in eastern Massachusetts,.
borderiﬁg_on th¢ watersheds of the Mystic, Merrimack, Blackstone, Tauﬁ-
ton and Neponset Rivers and includes all or portions of 5 cities and 30
towns. The Watershed is about 307 square miles in area, hour glass in
ahape_ivith a length of 31 miles and widths of 15, 6 and 15 miles, Elevaw-
tions vary from 586 feet, msl, along the southwesterly rim of the ,v}ater-
shed in Hopkinton to below 10 feet, msi, along the lowexr 8%; n;iles ‘of the

Charles River.
SCHEDULE .AND STATUS

5. Hearings and Meetings

a, Public Hearings
Waltham, 17 January 1967

Wellesley, 19 January 1967
Franklin, 24 January 1967

b. Coordinating Committee Meetings
9 December 1966
18 April 1967
26 September 1967 (scheduled)
¢, Citizen's Advisory Committee Meetings
1 May 1967
8 June 1967
September 1967 (scheduled)
6. Work was started on the study in January 1966, The principal

work items completed or in progress on the Charles River study are as

follows:



Yy

" a. A center line profile of the Charles River has been pre~
pared and is avai];a.ble.' It shows important phy’é;i?:a.l features such as
‘bridges, dams and elevations.

b, Study maps at 2, 000 ft. and 1,000 ft, per inch scales are
being prepared from USGS and other sources to cover the Charles River.

c. Some 93 bridges cross the Charles. A simplified basic
drawing of each bridge is being examined and data tabulated as to bridge.
openings, water depths and other water flow -cha.ra.,cterilstics.

| d. The Soil Conservation Service of the U,S. Department of

Agriculture is studying the tributaries for storage reservoir possibilities.
The C§rps of Engineers is studying stoi'age potentials on the Charles River,
Consideration'is being given to many possibilities including storage for
flood control, low=flow augmentation, fish and wildlife protection, rec=
reation and water supply.

e. Fish and Wildlife Resources of the Charles are briefly

mentioned in a preliminary report of January 1967 by the U. S, Depart-

ment of the Interior, Fish and Wildlife Service, with cooperation by the

Commonwealth of Massachusetts, Department of Natural Resources, Fish
and Game Division, The fish and wildlife biologist of the New England
Division, Corps of Engineers is further examining and reporting by study

sectors on the entire 80-mile length of the Charles River.



 f. - Sources of pollution along the Charles and tributaries are
being geographically located, and are being identified as te nature of ef-
fluent and agency sources, By the U, S, Department of the Interior, Fed_-‘ _

.eral Water Pollution Control Administration.

: g. Aréha_éologic aspects of the watershed are under survey
contract through the U.S, National Park Service. A qualified associate
of the Peabody Museﬁm,- Har\}ard University, is examining the Wateréhed.
Field work in the entire upper watershed {156 4. mi., above South Natick
dam) will be completed in 1967, Already 25 oi' 30 artifict sites in the
Charles River farms aréa. have been'located, several of them dama,ged or
nearly destroyed by urbén and suburban lde'velopment. Attention is beiﬁg
givén‘ to the State Route 109 relocation study corridor. .

-~ h., Metropolitan Area Planning Council studies and other.

‘metropolitan and local urban planning data are being collected for';the' .
‘ Wateréhed by the Corps urban pia.n.ner. An urban planning proéram for
~ the watershed has been prepared.

i, ‘With Federal financial assistance, -historic sites and higm
toric étructures in parts of the watershed are being examined by the Mas~
sachusetts Historical Commission, Examinations in fifteen watershed

~municipalities are scheduled to be completed in an early date, -
j« A federally~assisted report by the C.ommonwga._lth of Mas~ |

sachusetts Metropolitan Area Planning Council on open spaces is awaited.



The report will discuss existing and proposed public and semi-public
lands and recreation resources in the Charles River Watershed and in
adjoining and surrounding municipalities. Tabulations of inventory dé.ta
by individual towns are hoped for by autumn 1967.
k. An hydrologilca.l analysis was made of Muddy River and
design c;‘iteria established. |
1, Sonic soundings have been completed by Prof, Edgerton,
M.I, T., showing bottom elevations in Charles River Basin. Soundings
are presently being plotted to a scale that can be conveniently utilized
by the Corps of Engineers.
| m, Present and future water and related land resources of
Stony Brook Sub-Watershed {an area of 23, 6 sq. mi. ) in the towns of
Waltham, Weston, Lincoln and Liexington are being investigated. Full
‘use of computer programs and methods will be used in this study.
Schedule and progress of the study is shown on the at=
tached bar chart., An Interim Report covering Lower Basin is scheduled
to be completed in November 1967 and the complete study and report in

F.Y, 1970,



SCHEDULE_AND PROGRESS CHART

CHARLES RIVER WATERSHED COMPREHENSIVE STUDY

CALENDAR YEAR

| JULY 1967 |
PRINCIPAL ITEM FY-1967 ' FY1968—wja—FY-1969— et
INVENTORY AND STUDIES |
l. General 8 Economic 20
(Corps of Engineers) I
2. Flood Control _ 20 )
(Corps of Engineers, MDC)
3. Reservoir Storage 0
0. Main Stream 20 i
(Corps of Engineers)
O 20
b. Tributary
{SCS of U.S. Dept. of Agri)
4.Lozn Flow Augmcmuﬂon ) LE-Q—EN—Q
- (Corps of Engineers, U.S.
Depts. of int and Agri.) 0 ' E——1 Schedule
5. W?fer Supply : 10 Report Draft
Corps_of Engineers, MDC :
U S Depts. of " Int dnd HEW) o 20 B Report Review
6.Fish 8 Wildiite p———— , mmam Percent
_ {U. S. Dept. of Interior} P
| 7. Pollution 8 Sewage Disposal 20
(U.S. Dept. of Interior, MDC,
~ Corps of Engineers)
8. Recreation & Open Space 30
{U. S. Dept. of Interior and HUD)
9. Navigation 30
{ Corps of Engineers)
WATERSHED PLAN , — ]
LOWER WATERSHED INTERIM REPORT '
Q. Appendices ;:
b. Main Report
ICOMPREHENSIVE WATERSHED REPORT |
u. Appendices T TITITIIIIS Vi
b. Main Report
s 5z sls iz sls B3 sls B3 sls5 3
- {1966} e {1967]- i [i968] wle [1969}——m 1970




